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ASH WEDNESDAY 
– February 22, 2023 

 
-Start of the liturgical season of Lent- 

 

Repent, and believe 
in the Gospel. 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
 

Please introduce yourself and your family to me 

before or after the mass to welcome you to our 

parish community. 
 

All parishioners are encouraged to register in our 

community and participate in the church activities. 

We are here to support each other and grow in our 

relationship with God and with our neighbors. 
 

For Registration form, ask anyone of the Ushers or 

Call the office. 
 

Your Pastor, 
 

 
 

Fr. David 

Mass    Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass – 5:15pm 
Sunday Mass –9am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm 
 

Weekdays:  

     Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 7pm 
     Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday – 9am 

Baptism- every 2nd Saturday & 3rd Sunday 

of the month. Preparation class is 
required. Talk to Fr. David after any of the 
Sunday masses. 

Confession every Saturday at 4pm or by 

appointment. 

Confirmation   - for Grade 7 & up     

registration for 2024 is in the months of 
September and October 2023 

First Holy Communion – for Grade 2 & 

up registration for 2024 is on October and 
November 2023 

Wedding – call the office for appointment 

Anyone who wants to become         
Catholic – call the office for appointment 

Parish School-  

St. John XXIII Catholic School 
175 Grenoble Dr. North York, ON M3C 3E7 

Tel. 416-393-5348 

Archdiocese of Toronto- 

Tel. 416-934-0606 *www.archtoronto.org 

St. Peter Damian,    
PRay for us.  

Feast Day on February 21st  
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“You have heard to was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth but I say to you, do not 

resist an evil doer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also;” … You have heard 

that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; …” 
 

These words of Jesus add to those we have been hearing these past days, from His Sermon on 
the Mount. Jesus was giving the Law that was to govern his disciples in the Kingdom where God 
prevailed. Mathew, the evangelist, presented Jesus to us, as the New Moses, who unlike the first, had 
authority to give Law. 

 

You would agree, that these Words of Jesus we read this Sunday, are some of the most 
challenging, in our Christian Life. However, the words “… So that you may be Children of your Father 

in Heaven,” should console one, giving the will, the motivation, and the Spirit to strive ahead. 
 

It was the Purpose of the Law handed to Moses, to reveal the Will of God, and many in Israel 
understood this, as we hear them exult in pride, in Deut. 4:7; “What Great Nation is there that has 

god so close to it as the Lord our God is to us ... what Great Nation has statutes and decrees that are 

as just as this whole Law?”   
 

The Law was supposed to be an opening into the Being of God; a Gift and a Privilege. It was 
never meant to be a burden in peoples’ lives. However, many in Israel saw the law as a hindrance and 
many became unfaithful. The Pharisees and the Scribes who claimed to faithfully adhere to them, are 
condemned by Jesus as hypocrites, as He revealed to them; “I know you just too well, you do not 

have the Love of God in you.”    

Jesus, the New Law Giver, set to restore the Spirit of the Law. He set to reveal the Way to 
harmony in the Kingdom, where fullness of Life was to be enjoyed, when humanity was in Communion 
with God, as once were, in the Garden of Eden, before the Fall. 
 

 The Call to a Disciple be faithfully respond is a tough one, especially with the awareness that 
the measure of the perfection of their response is God Himself; “Be Perfect, therefore as your 

heavenly Father is Perfect.” 
 

The disciples confronting the impossibility in achieving their Salvation in another place 
questioned Jesus; Lord, then who can be saved? 

 

Jesus responded, “With Men this is impossible but with God all things are possible.” Mt 19:26 
Blessed are you because you believe. 
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“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

                                                                                                                                  Matthew 5:48 
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Mass Intentions  
 

Feb 18 – Saturday, 7:00PM Vigil Mass 
 +Herberto & + Simeona M.  
Feb 19 – Sunday 
     9:00 AM   +Constancia C. & +Nicanor A.              

   12:15 PM   The Parishioners 
     5:30 PM   + Marcy M. 

 

Feb 20– Monday, 7 PM 
              CWL Thanksgiving; 

Thanksgiving B-day of Mercedes A. 
 

Feb 21 – Tuesday, 9AM 
 + Lucia & + Agapito R. 
  Intention of John C. 
Feb 22 – Wednesday, 7PM  

              + Leopoldo L. 
Feb 23 – Thursday, 9AM 
   + Domingo & Teresa A. 

Feb 24 – Friday, 7PM 
   The Parishioners 
                                      

Feb 25– Saturday, 9AM    
                The Parishioners 

Memorial Lamp – Feb 18-Feb 25, 2023 
 

Sanctuary Candle – 
Mother Mary -         
Chapel Candle -        
Note to All Parishioners: 
 

If you want to offer mass intentions, please 
email or call the office at least two weeks in 
advance so it could be included in the bulletin. 
Let us pray for all the members of our 
Community who are sick, homebound and 
needs spiritual healing especially: 
 

1. Cristina   2. Margarete 3. Denise  
 

 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention – February 2023     

 

For parishes - We pray that parishes, placing communion at the center, may increasingly 

become communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need.” 

 

 – Catechism of the Catholic Church- 
X. Indulgences 

[1471] - The doctrine and practice of indulgences in the 

Church are closely linked to the effects of the sacrament of 
Penance. 
 

What is an indulgences? 
"An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal 
punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, 
which the faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains under 
certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church 
which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies 
with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the 
saints."  
"An indulgence is partial or plenary according as it removes 
either part or all of the temporal punishment due to sin." 
Indulgences may be applied to the living or the dead. 
 

     The punishments of sin 
 

[1472] To understand this doctrine and practice of the Church, 
it is necessary to understand that sin has a double 
consequence. Grave sin deprives us of communion with God 
and therefore makes us incapable of eternal life, the privation 
of which is called the "eternal punishment" of sin. On the other 
hand every sin, even venial, entails an unhealthy attachment 
to creatures, which must be purified either here on earth, or 
after death in the state called Purgatory. This Purification frees 
one from what is called the "temporal punishment" of sin. 
These two punishments must not must not be conceived of as 
a kind of vengeance inflicted by God from without, but as 
following from the very nature of sin. A conversion which 
proceeds from a fervent charity can attain the complete 
purification of the sinner in such a way that no punishment 
would remain.                  

 Catechism of the Catholic Church - 
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https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2T.HTM
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Our Patron Saint...  

    
  
 PARISH DEVOTIONS 

Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 
   -every Saturday before the 9am mass  
 

Recitation of the Holy Rosary  
   -before the mass 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
    -Every 1st Friday at 6:00pm communal 
    -Everyday – personal in the chapel 
 

Parish Ministries & Programs 
 

 Eucharistic Extraordinary Ministers 

 Lectors–Proclaimers of God’s words 

 Altar Servers & Sacristans 

 Ushers  

 Catholic Women’s League 

 Legion of Mary 

 Intercessory Prayer Group 

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul  

 Shrine Apostolate Icon of Our Lady 
 

If you are interested to join, please email us 
at stjohn23do@archtoronto.org and we will 

direct you to the person leading these groups. 
 

What unites us, is much greater than what 
divides us.” St. John XXIII 

 

Do you know …? 
 

1. In what book the first reading this Sunday was taken? 
2. What did the Lord said to Moses regarding neighbor? 
3. What is the temple of God mentioned in the second 

reading?  

4. In the Gospel, what did the Lord require us to do to our 
enemies?  

5.  Ash Wednesday is a day of obligation, what date it is this 
year 2023? 

6. As Catholic, we are required by the church to attend mass 
and what else? 

7. When will the Lent Season starts in the Church Calendar? 
8. What does the Ashes symbolizes? 
9. When the priest/deacon/minister applies the ashes on the 

forehead of the faithful, what are the words are said?   
                                                † 

The Humor, Quotes and Love of John XXIII 

 “Certainly, Venerable Brethren, when one views the faith which distinguishes the 
Church, the sacraments which nourish and perfect her, the universal laws and 

precepts which govern her, the unfailing glory that is hers by reason of the heroic 
virtue and constancy of so many of her elect, there can be no doubt that the Bride 

of Christ, so dear to her divine Redeemer, has always kept herself holy and 
unsullied.         To be continued …… 

Answer on last week trivia: 1. Isaiah 58-6-10; 2. a.) Feed the hungry; b.) Give drink to the Thirsty; c.) Clothe the naked; d.) Shelter 
the homeless; e.) Care for the sick; f.) Visit the prisoners; g.) Bury the dead; 3. When you call to the Lord He will answer; when you 
cry for help, and he will say, Here I am; 4. But on the power of God; 5. I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows 
mw will have the light of life; 6. His followers are like the Light and Salt of the earth; 7. Feast of our Lady of Lourdes; 8. Congo and 
South Sudan; 9. “It is a tragedy that these lands, and more generally the whole African continent, continue to endure various forms 
of exploitation,” Pope Francis said. 

St. Peter Damian, February 21st 
 

St. Peter Damian is a Doctor of the Church, so 
honoured for his writings, as well as his work for reform and 
renewal of the Church. Peter was born in 1007 into a large 
family in Ravenna, Italy. He was orphaned at a very young 
age, and the first brother to care for him treated him very 
badly. Another brother, however, a priest in Ravenna, 
recognized Peter’s brilliance and arranged for schooling. 
Peter appreciated this so much that he took on his brother’s 
name and called himself Peter Damian. He became a hermit 
monk an dwas eventually chosen as the superior of his 
community. In 1057 he was appointed the bishop of Ostia, 
Throughout hi life he fought for clerical reform and against 
the laxness and immorality of the clergy of his day. 
Eventually, he received permission from Pope Alexander to 
return to the simple life of a monk. He died in 1072. 

Living with Christ, Feb 2023 edition 
 
 

 ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 

the Season of Lent. It is a season of 

penance, reflection, and fasting 

which prepares us for Christ’s 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday, 
through which we attain redemption. 

mailto:stjohn23do@archtoronto.org

