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Saturday Vigil Mass 5:15pm
Sunday Mass 9am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm
Weekdays:
     Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7pm
     Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 9am

Baptism- every Saturday of the month. 
Preparation class is required. Talk to Fr. 
David after any of the Sunday masses.

Confession every Saturday at 4pm or by 
appointment.

Confirmation   - for Grade 7 & up     
registration for 2025 is in the months of 
September an d October 2024

First Holy Communion for Grade 2 & 
up registration for 2025 is on October and 
November 2024

Wedding call the office for appointment

Anyone who wants to become         
Catholic call the office for appointment

Parish School-
St. John XXIII Catholic School

175 Grenoble Dr. North York, ON M3C 3E7
Tel. 416-393-5348

Archdiocese of Toronto-
Tel. 416-934-0606 * www.archtoronto.org

St. Bernardine of Siena May 20th

Pray for us.

The last degree of love is when He 
gave Himself to us to be our Food; 

because He gave Himself to be united 
with us in every way

                                              

with you always, to the end of the age.
Matthew 28.19-20
Alleluia!
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 Act. 1:9 
Today, we celebrate the Ascension Sunday, forty days, this past Thursday since the day of his 

resurrection. Jesus ascended to Heaven; in his Words to Mary Magdalene on that Easter Morning; 

He, the Son of God, became one with us, in that Great Miracle of Incarnation and was born in 
Bethlehem. He,   

With his journey on earth now complete, Jesus returns to the Father having completed his Salvific 
Mission on earth. His self-giving on the Altar of the Cross revealed the extent to which God in his Love 
was willing to pursue us, reconciling us to Himself; Our Creator and Father. 
 And as if this was not enough, in the opening prayer of this Mass, the Priest pleaded with the 
words; 

 
  

Pope Francis wrote, and I quote; 
 

(Pope Francis  Regina Coeli 8th May 2016) 

nature, in Him; above all the hosts of heaven, above all the ranks of angels, beyond the highest heavenly 
(St. Leo the Great) 

 
 

 The question then becomes; are we human beings, attentive enough to appreciate our blessedness 
in this privilege? 

absolute inner closeness in the Divine. In the words of Pope Benedict 

 (Jesus of Nazareth Vol. 2 Pg 283.) 

St Luke concludes the scene of the Ascension with the words; 
 (Luke24:52) 
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 As Jesus was talking to them, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him from their sight   Act 1.9
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MASS INTENTIONS
May 16, 5:15 PM Vigil Mass + Alfonso Perlas
May 17- SUNDAY
                9:00 AM + Perfecto Edquiban
             12:15 PM + The Parishioners
               5:30 PM + Deceased Members of Abordo
May 18-21 No Mass
May 22, Fri, 7:00PM + Leopoldina Miranda
May 23-Sat, 9:00PM + Mariano Cayetano

                

7-day Vigil Lamp - May 16-22, 2026

Sanctuary---     + Nida Donado
Virgin Mary-    Healing of Mary Ylagan

s Prayer Intention May 2026 That Everyone might have food

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that 
everyone has access to quality food.

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Article 6
"HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE 
FATHER"

659. "So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken 
up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God."531 Christ's 
body was glorified at the moment of his Resurrection, as proved by 
the new and supernatural properties it subsequently and permanently 
enjoys.532 But during the forty days when he eats and drinks familiarly 
with his disciples and teaches them about the kingdom, his glory 
remains veiled under the appearance of ordinary humanity.533 Jesus' 
final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of his humanity into 
divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, where he is 
seated from that time forward at God's right hand.534 Only in a wholly 
exceptional and unique way would Jesus show himself to Paul "as to 
one untimely born", in a last apparition that established him as an 
apostle.535

660. The veiled character of the glory of the Risen One during this 
time is intimated in his mysterious words to Mary Magdalene: "I have 
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, 
I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God."536 This indicates a difference in manifestation between the 
glory of the risen Christ and that of the Christ exalted to the Father's 
right hand, a transition marked by the historical and transcendent 
event of the Ascension.
661.   This final stage stays closely linked to the first, that is, to his 
descent from heaven in the Incarnation. Only the one who "came from 
the Father" can return to the Father: Christ Jesus.537 "No one has 
ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son of 
man."538 Left to its own natural powers humanity does not have access 
to the "Father's house", to God's life and happiness.539 Only Christ can 
open to man such access that we, his members, might have confidence 
that we too shall go where he, our Head and our Source, has preceded 
us.540

662. "and I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 
myself."541 The lifting up of Jesus on the cross signifies and 
announces his lifting up by his Ascension into heaven, and indeed 
begins it. Jesus Christ, the one priest of the new and eternal Covenant, 
"entered, not into a sanctuary made by human hands. . . but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf."542 There Christ permanently exercises his priesthood, for he 
"always lives to make intercession" for "those who draw near to God 
through him".543 As "high priest of the good things to come" he is the 
centre and the principal actor of the liturgy that honours the Father in 
heaven.544
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WORDOF THEWEEK

Ascension
     

It refers to the bodily ascension 
of Jesus Christ into heaven, 40 

days after his Resurrection.

in His glorified human body, affirming 
both His divinity and humanity

(Luke 24;50-52; Acts 1:9-11)

The Ascension reminds Catholics that 
HEAVEN IS OUR TRUE HOME. 

663. Henceforth Christ is seated at the right hand 
of the Father: "By 'the Father's right hand' we 
understand the glory and honour of divinity, 
where he who exists as Son of God before all 
ages, indeed as God, of one being with the Father, 
is seated bodily after he became incarnate and his 
flesh was glorified."545

Catechism of the Catholic Church
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P78.HTM
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Our Patron Saint...

PARISH DEVOTIONS
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
   -every Saturday before the 9am Mass

Recitation of the Holy Rosary 
   -before the Mass
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
   -Every 1st Friday at 6:00pm communal

Parish Ministries & Programs
Eucharistic Extraordinary Ministers
Lectors words
Altar Servers & Sacristans
Ushers

Intercessory Prayer Group
Legion of Mary
Icon of Our Lady
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Seniors Breakfast Club

If you are interested to join, please email us 
at stjohn23do@archtoronto.org and we will direct 

you to the person leading these groups.

IN THE NEWS !!!

To read more, click this link >>>  Pope: Virgin Mary is perfect model of what the Church is 
called to be - Vatican News

https://www.archtoronto.org/en/outreach/news/
**click the link above to read the full text of the news**

St. John XXIII

St. Bernardine of Siena May 20th

Child of a noble family, Bernardine, born in 1380, was orphaned at 7 
and raised by loving relatives who provided him with an excellent 
education. During an outbreak of the plague in 1400, he ministered to the 
sick, inspiring other young men to take the same risk. In 1402, he entered 
the Franciscan order and was ordained in 1404.

Commissioned to preach, Bernardine won converts all over northern 
and central Italy. Havbing refused several bishoprics, he became vicar 
general of the Franciscanas, brought reform and inspired vocations. 
Bernardine died in 1444 and was canonized in 1450. 

(Living with Christ, May 2026 ed.)

Announcements!!!
Confirmation candidates May 23rd
at 11:00am is the Confession and 
Rehearsal;

May 24th is the Feast of the 
Pentecost and the Confirmation of 
our 13 young people at the 9:00 
AM Mass. Please include them in 
your prayers;
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STATION OF THE 
CROSS  

Every Friday at 
6:30pm 

 Who are the people assumed into heaven 
body and soul? 
1. The Virgin Mary  

- The Assumption is a defined dogma of 
the Catholic Church, proclaimed by 
Pope Pius XII in 1950 (Munificentissimus Deus). 

 

- At the end of her earthly life, Mary was 
taken up body and soul into heavenly 
glory. 

 

- The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
, 

preserved free from all stain or original 
sin, when the course of her earthly life 
was finished, was taken up body and 
soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by 

(CCC 966). 
- This is a singular participation in her 

of the general resurrection. The Church 
does not definitively state whether she 
died first (the common view is that she 

dogma leaves this open.
2. Enoch and Elijah (Old Testament 

Precedents) 
- Enoch

and Hebrews 11:55 adds that he was 

this as a bodily assumption.
 

-  Elijah: Taken up bodily into heaven in a 
whirlwind with a chariot of fire (2Kings 
2:11). This is explicitly scriptural.

 
 

Did you know???  

 Deeper Significance of Ascension 
 

- Exaltation and Victory: The Ascension is 

who descended now ascends, filling all 
things (Ephesians 4:8-10) 
 

- For humanity: By taking our human 
nature into heaven, Jesus shows that our 
destiny is union with God. Heaven is now 
open to those who follow him. 
 

- 
He remains present in the Church through 
the Eucharist, the sacraments, his Word, 
and the Holy Spirit. His Ascension makes 
possible a new, more intimate presence. 

 
The Ascension is distinct from the 
Assumption of Mary (when she was taken 
body and soul into heaven at the end of 
her earthly 
own). Only Jesus ascends by his own 
divine power. 
 
This feast invites Catholics to live with 
eyes fixed on heaven while actively 
building up the Church on earth, awaiting 
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Heavenly Father,

With hearts lifted up, we praise and glorify You on this holy feast of the Ascension of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ.

We thank You that after His resurrection, our Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven in 
glory. Before the eyes of His disciples, He was lifted into the clouds and seated at 
Your right hand in majesty. We rejoice that He who descended to earth in humility 
now reigns in eternal victory.

Lord Jesus, You have gone before us to prepare a place for us. Because You 
ascended, heaven is now open. Because You ascended, You ever live to intercede for 
us. Because You ascended, You sent the Holy Spirit to be with us always.

same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come again in the same 

Fill us with joyful hope, O God. While we wait for His return, strengthen us to be 
Your witnesses. Give us courage to proclaim the Gospel, zeal to make disciples of all 
nations, and faithfulness to live as citizens of Your Kingdom.

Bless Your Church throughout the world. Guide our pastors and leaders. Comfort 
those who are grieving or struggling. And draw all of us closer to You.

our eyes beyond the troubles of this world to the glory that awaits us.

We ask all this through Jesus Christ, our ascended Lord and Savior, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

Amen.


